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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underiininq and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (cunrently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claim 1 in accordance with the following: ^ 

1. (currently amended) A reference reason identifying apparatus, comprising: 

a referred document extracting device extracting document information about a referred 
document from given document data of a referring document : 

a reference position extracting device extracting information about a position where the 
referred document is cited in the document data; 

an identification device analyzing the information extracted by the reference position 
extracting device and identifying a category of a reason indicating why the refen^ed documisnt is 
cited in the referring document : and 

an output device outputting output information including the information extracted by the 
reference document extracting device and the category of the reason why the referred document 
is cited. 

2. (currently amended) The references reason identifying apparatus according to claim 

1, 

further comprising a document information extracting device extracting document 
information about the document data from the document data, arid 

wherein said output device outputs the information extracted by the document 
information extracting device together with the output information. 

3. (original) The reference reason identifying apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said identification device identifies the reason why the referred document is cited based on at 
least one of information about a chapter to which the position where the refenred document is 
cited belongs and information about a character string in the neighborhood of the position where 
the refenred document is cited. 
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4. (currently amended) A keyword extraction apparatus, comprising: 

a refenred document extracting device extracting document information about a referred 
document from given document data of a referring document : 

a reference position extracting device extracting infomnation about a position where the 
refenred document is cited in the document data; 

an identification device analyzing the information extracted by the reference position 
extracting device and identifying a category of a reason why the refenred document is cited in the 
referring document : 

a keyword extraction device extracting keyword information of the referred document 
from information in the neighborhood of the position where the reference document is cited; and 

an output device outputting output information including the information extracted by the 
referred document extracting device, the categon/ of the reason why the referred document is 
cited and the keyword information. 

5. (cun-ently amended) An information retrieval apparatus, comprising: 
a document database device storing document data; 

a reference correlation storage device storing a reference correlation including a 
reference category of a reason indicating why a referred document is cited by a specific 
document; 

a retrieval device retrieving the document data stored in the document database device 
using the reference correlation stored in the reference correlation storage device; and 
an output device outputting a retrieval result including the reference reason. 

6. (currently amended) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising: 

a referred document extracting device extracting document information about the 
refen-ed document from the document data of the specific document; 

a reference position extracting device extracting information about a position where the 
referred document is cited in the document data of the specific document; 

an identification device analyzing the information extracted by the reference position 
extracting device and identifying the reference category of the reason why the refenred document 
is cited; and 

a device storing infomnation including the infomriation extracted by the referred document 
extracting device and the reference r e ason category in said reference conrelation storage device. 
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7. (original) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 
said reference correlation storage device stores keyword information of the referred 

document extracted from the specific document, and 

said retrieval device retrieves the document data using the keyword information. 

8. (currently amended) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 5, 
wherein said output device includes a display device graphically displaying the reference 
correlation based on the reference-rease fi category . 

9. (original) The information retrieval apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said 
output device includes a display device displaying the reference correlation in a time series. 

10. (currently amended) A document classifying apparatus, comprising: 

a referred document extracting device extracting document information about a referred 
document from given document data of a referring document : 

a reference position extracting device extracting information about a position where the 
referred document is cited in the document data; 

an identification device analyzing the information extracted by the reference position 
extracting device and identifying a categor/ of a reason why the referred document is cited in the 
referring document : 

a similarity identification device calculating a similarity in reference correlation i nc l ud i ng a 
based on the category of the reason indicating why a-the referred document is cited, between a 
plurality of pieces of document data, and classifying the plurality of the pieces of the document 
data; and 

an output device outputting a classification result. 

11 . (cunrently amended) The document classifying apparatus according to claim 10, 
further comprising a keyword extraction device extracting keyword information of the 

referred document from infomiation in the neighborhood of the position where the referred 
document is cited, arid 

wherein said similarity identification device classifies the plurality of the pieces of the 
document data using the keyword infomiation. 
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12. (currently amended) An infomnation retrieval apparatus, comprising: 
a database device storing infomnation to be retrieved; 

a reference correlation storage device storing a reference correlation including a 
reference cateqon/ of a reason indicating why refen^ed information is cited by a specific piece of 
infomriation; 

a retrieval device retrieving information stored in the database device using the reference 
con'elation stored in the reference correlation storage device; and 

an output device outputting a retrieval result including the reference-fease fi category . 

13. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program enabling a computer to execute a process, said process comprising: 

extracting document information about a referred document from given document data^ 
a referring document ; 

extracting information about a position where the reference document is cited in the 
document data; 

analyzing the information extracted by the reference position extracting device and 
identifying a categorv of a reason indicating why the referred document is cited in the referring 
document ; and 

outputting output information including the information about the referred document and 
the categon/ of the reason why the referred document is cited. 

14. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program enabling a computer to execute a process, said process comprising: 

retrieving document data stored in a document database using a reference correlation 
including a reference category of a reason indicating why a referred document is cited by a 
specific document; and 

outputting a retrieval result including the reference-feaso R categorv . 

15. (cun-ently amended) A computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program enabling a computer to execute a process, said process comprising: 

extracting document information about a refered document from given document data_of 
a referring document ; 

extracting information about a position where the referred document is cited in the 
document data; 
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analyzing the information about the position where the refen-ed docunnent is cited and 
identifying a cateqon/ of a reason indicating why the refen^ed document is cited in the refem'ng 
document : 

calculating a similarity in reference correlation i nclud i ng a based on the category of the 
reason why a-the refen"ed document is cited, between a plurality of pieces of document data, 
and classifying the plurality of the pieces of the document data; and 

outputting a classification result. 

16. (currently amended) A reference reason identifying apparatus, comprising: 
a-referred document extracting means for extracting document information about a 

referred document from given document data of a referring document : 

a-reference position extracting means for extracting information about a position where 
the referred document is cited in the document data; 

an-identification means for analyzing the information extracted by the reference position 
extracting means and identifying a categon/ of a reason indicating why the referred document is 
cited in the referring document : and 

afK)utput means for outputting output information including the information extracted by 
the reference document extracting means and the category of the reason why the referred 
document is cited. 

17. (currently amended) An information retrieval apparatus, comprising: 
a-document database means for storing document data; 

a-reference corelation storage means for storing reference conrelations including a 
reference category of a reason indicating why a referred document is cited by a specific 
document; 

a-retrieval means for retrieving the document data stored in the document database 
device using the reference conrelation stored in the reference con-elation storage device; and 

an-output means for outputting a retrieval result including the reference-reasGR categon/ . 

18. (currently amended) A document classifying apparatus, comprising: 
a-refen^ed document extracting means for extracting document information about a 

refen-ed document from given document data; 

a-reference position extracting means for extracting infomiation about a position where 
the refen-ed document is cited in the document data; 
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afhidentification means for analyzing the infomiation extracted by the reference position 

extracting means and identifying a reason indicating why the refenred document is cited; 
a-similarity identification means for calculating a similarity in reference correlation 

i nc l uding a based on the category of the reason why a-the refenred document is cited, between a 

plurality of pieces of document data, and classifying the plurality of the pieces of the document 

data; and 

afhoutput means for outputting a classification result. 



